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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Abandonment mailed December 15, 2003, Applicants 
respectfully petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.181(a) and MPEP § 71 1.03 to withdraw the holding of 
abandonment for the above-referenced patent application. 

As evidence, the following items are submitted herewith: 

Exhibit A : A copy of the Office Action mailed March 1 1, 2003. 
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PATENT 



Petition dated January 23, 2004 
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Exhibit B : A copy of the return postcard from the PTO for the submission of a 



response to the Office Action of March 11, 2003, which bears a stamp indicating receipt of the 
response on June 24, 2003. 



REMARKS 

According to the Notice of Abandonment mailed on December 15, 2003, the 



above-referenced patent application has been deemed abandoned, because the March 1 1, 2003, 
Action was a final Office Action and the mere filing of a response did not prevent the six-month 
time period for reply from lapsing. 



Applicants submit that the Notice of Abandonment is in error, because the Office 



Action mailed March 1 1, 2003, was not a final Office Action. As evidenced by Exhibits A and 
B, the Action was non-final and a response to the Action was received by the PTO on June 24, 
2003, well within the six-month statutory period for submitting a response. 



As such, Applicants hereby respectfully request grant of the petition and 



withdrawal of the holding of abandonment for the above-referenced patent application. 
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If a telephone conference would expedite consideration of this matter, the 



Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (415) 576-0200. 



TOWN SEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: 415-576-0200 

Fax:415-576-0300 

Attachments: Exhibits A and B. 
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